
October 13,2003 

Docket CIerk/U.S. DOT Dockets 
Room PL-401, Nassif Building 
Deparunem of Transportation 
400 Seventh Street, S.W. 
Washingon, DC 20590 

Re: Maersk Line, Limited’s Application for Approval of Proposed Transfer of 
Maritime Security Program Operating Agreements [M.4RAD-2003-16248)- 9 2 03 

Dear Sir: 
1 am writing to express strong suppan for Maersk Line, Limited‘s (MLL) request to 

transfer the fifteen Maritime Security Program @iSP) operating agreements &om US. Ship 
Management (USSM). IT is important to US.-flag shipping, national securiry, and the stability 
and reliabiIity of d e f w e  sealift for the Maritime Adminismion ( M W )  to approve dlc MLL 
applicarion. 

As a concemed citizen who has a deep respect for the U.S. Flag Maritime industry, 1 
believe it is vitally imponam ThaT th is matter come IO a close. The crews on board &ese vcsssls 
want - in facr need - certainty about who will be the vessel operator. Transferring the vessel 
operatiag agreements to MLL provides the long-term certainty about craving and the fume of 
the vessels in the prog” tbat are critical to rhe US-flag merchant marine and nanonal defense 
sealift- 

MLL is a respected commercial operator that provides viral asseIs and systems needed to 
meet defense sealift requiraenrs, including employment opportunities for seafarers. 
Saeamlining the management of the fifteen vessels, which represent nearly one-third of the MSP 
fYeet, is critical 10 military sealift and fa improved commercial operations by MLL. Approval of 
the application will etiminare duplicative management structures aud more closely integrate the 
managemem of these vessels with that of Maask’s U.S.-flag fleet performing military missions. 

Transportation Command. This matter has been pending wirh the agency since November 2002. 
Ln rbe intervening time, Congress has made significant progress on a reauthorized MSP. 
Importantly, both the House and the Senate bills, currently being debared in a House-Senate 
conference, contain provisions permitting exacrly rhe same arrangement as soughr by MLL in its 
application to MARAD. Continued indecision on chis mamr wiU adversely impact seafarers, 
military sealift, and the MSP program. 

After nearly eleven monrhs of dzbse, where all concemed have had an opportuaity TO 

review the issues, comment on the maner, and discuss with tbe Depamnent and rhe agency, the 
dme has come to bring this matm EO closure. I strongly urge MARAD to approve rhe 
application Io transfer the MSP operating agreements fiom USSM to MLL in order to bring 

The transfer applicarim has been srrongly supported by maritime labor and &e U.S. 

stability and reliabiliry back to MSP. 
Sincerely, 



October 13,2003 

Docket C1erW.S. DOT Dockets 
Room PL-401, Nassif Building 
Deparrmenr of Transportation 
400 Seven& Street, S.W. 
Washingoa, DC 20590 

Re: Maerrk Line, Limited's Applicati n for Approval f Proposed Transfer of 
Maritime Security Pragmk Operating Agreements [MARAR-2003-16248] 

Dear Sir: 
I am writing 10 express mons support for Maersk Line, Limited's (!VEL) request to 

transfer the fifteen Maritime Security Program (MSP) operating agreements &om US. Ship 
Management (USSM). IF is important to U.S--aaS shipping, national security. and sbc srability 
and reliabiIity of defense stalifi for the Maritbe Adminisuation (MAR4D) to approve rbc MLL 
app licarion. 

AS a concemed citizw who has a deep respect for the US. Flag Maritime Industry, I: 
beIieve it is vitally imponanr That this matter come 10 a close. The crews on board hese vessrls 
want - in facr need - certainty abour who will be the vessel operator. T r a n s f d s  the vessel 
opaatiag agreements to MLL provides the long-term cenainty about crewing and the fume of 
the vessels in the program that are critical to rhe US-flag merchant marine and nariond defense 
sealift. 

MLL is a respecred comnsrciEc1 operator that provides viral assets md systems needed to 
meet defense sealift rzquirments, iacludmg employment opponunifies fix seafarers. 
Smamlining the management of the fiftem vessels, which represent nearly me-third of the MSP 
fleet, is critical IO military sealifi and to improved commercial operations by MLL. Approval of 
the application will eliminare duplicative manzgement structures and more closely integats the 
manasemenr of these vessels with that of M a d ' s  US.-flag fleet performing military missions. 

__-____ ' -transfer applicarion kas brensmn&"d bjmuir ime labor and rhe U.S. 
Tmnsporzation Command. This rimer has been p e n h s  with the agency since November 2002. 
In &e intervening time, COR~XSS has made si@ficznt progress on a reaurhorized MSP. 
Importantly, both the House and the Senate bills, currently being debared in a House-Senate 
conference, contain provisions permitting cn.zcs/y rhe same arrangemenr as sou&r by MLL in its 
application to IbfARAD. Conenued indecision on th is matter will edvmely impact seafarers, 
military sealift, and the MSP program. 

M e r  nearly eleven inonrhs of debate, where all concerned have had 'a opportunity TO 
review the issues, comment on the matxer, a d  discuss with the D e p w e n t  and rhe agency, the 
unit h s  come to bring this matm 10 closure. I snollgly urge h4AtUD to approve the 
application to rran~fer &e MSP o j x i h g  ageeinms fiom TJSSM tc hlLL in ordc: tc bring 

I 

stability and reliability back to MSP. 
Sincerely, 



October 13,2003 

Docket C1erkAJ.S. DOT Dockets 
Room PL-401, Nassif Building 
Departman of TranspnnaTion 
400 Seven& Street, S.W. 
Washingon, DC 20590 

Re: Maersk Liae, Limited's Application for Approval of Proposed Transfer of 
Maritime Security Praglrim Operating Agreements [MARAD-2003-16248] 

Dear Sir: 
I am writing to express strong support for Maersk Liar, Limited's (MLL) request to 

transfer the meen Maritime Security Program (MSP) operating agreements from US. Ship 
Management (USSM). It i s  important to O.S.-flrcg shipping, national securiry. aad the stability 
and reliability of defense sdie for the Maritime Adminisuation ( M W )  to approve rbc MLL 
applicaTion. 

As a concerned citizen who has a deep respect for the US. Flag Maritime Industry, I 
believe it is Vitally imponam ThaT this matter come Io a close. The crews on board rhesc vcsscfs 
want - in facr need - certainty abour who will be the vessel operator. T r a n s f a g  the vessel 
operating agreements to MLL provides the long-term certainty about crewing and the future of 
the vessels in the program bt are critical to the U.S.-flag merchant marhe and nanonal defense 
sealift- 

MLL is a respecred commercial operator rhat provides vital assers and systems needed to 
meet defense sealift reqtbmenrs, including employment opportunius for seafarers. 
Streamlining the management of the fiftectn vessels, which represent nearly one-third of the MSP 
fleet, is critical 10 milirary sealift and to improved commercial operations by MLL. Approval of 
~e application will eliminare duplicative management structures and more closely integrate the 
management of these vessels with that of M a d ' s  U.S.-flag fleet performing military missions. 

Transportation Command. This mater has been pending with &e agency since November 2002. 
la rhe intervening time, Congress bas made significant progress on a reaurhorized MSP. 
Importantly, both the House and the Senate bills, currently being debared in a House-Senate 
conference, contain provisions permittiag aacrly rhe ~ a m e  arrangement as sough by MLL in its 
application to MARAD. Conenued indecision on rhis matter will adversely impact seafarers, 
military sealift, and the MSP propram. 

Mer  nearly eleven monrhs of debate, where all concerned have had an opportuaity TO 
review the issus, c o m e n t  on tbe maaer, and discuss with &e Departmenr and the agency, the 
r ime has come to bnng thio matter to closure. I saongly urge M.4RM3 to approve the 
application to rransfer the MSP operating agreements from USSM io MLL in order to bring 

The transfer applicarion has been srrongly supported by maritime labor and me U.S. 

Jt/t+iL& 
stability and reliability back to MSP. .rr 

Sincerely, ~~ 

(Slwme) 
Name: Mi%&- t&l -Q* 

Address: -353-1 Nm 5 nrv 



October 13,2003 

Docket C1erW.S. DOT Dockets 
Room PL-401, Nassif Building 
Deparmrenr of Transportasion 
400 Sevmrb Street, S.W. 
Washingon, DC 20590 

Re: Maersk Line, LWted's Application for Approval of Proposed Transfer of 
Maritime Security Program Operating Agreements [-&2003-16248] 

Dear Sir: 
I am writing to express strong support for M m k  Line, Limited's (MLL) request to 

transfer the M e l a  Maritime Security Program (MSP) operating agreements from U.S. Ship 
Management (USSM). Ir i s  important to US.-flag shipping, national securiry, and the stability 
and reliability of d e f a e  sralifi for rhe Maritime Admhkration ( M W )  to approve &e MLL 
app Iicar ion. 

As a concemed citizen who has a deep respect for the US. Flag Maritime Industry, I 
believe it is vitally imponanr ThaT this matter come Io a close. The crews on board rhese vesscls 
want - in facr need - certahty about who w i U  be the vessel operator. Transfiming the vessel 
operating agreements to MLL provides the long-term ceniiinty about crewing and the future of 
the vessels in the program that are critical to rhe US-flag merchant marine and narional defense 
sealift- 

MLL is a respecred commercial operator rhar provides viral assets and systems needed to 
meet defense sealift reqLliremenrs, including employment opponunibes for seafarers. 
Streamlining the management of the fifteen vessels, which represent nearly one-third of the -MSP 
fleet, is critical 10 milirary sealifr and to improved commercial operations by MLL. Approval of 
the application will eliminare duplicative management structures and more cIosely integrate the 
managemenr of these vessels with that of Mad's US.-flag fleet performing military missions. 

Transponation Command. This maner has been pmcbg with tbe agency since November 2002. 
In the intervening time, Congress has made significant progress on a reaurhorhed MSP. 
Importantly, both the House and the Senate biIls, currently being debared in a House-Senate 
conference, contain provisions permitting amr ly  rhe Sume arrangement as soughr by MLL in its 
application To MARAD. Continued indecision on Ebis matter will adversely impact seafarers, 
mihtary sealift, and the MSP program. 

After nearly eleven monrhs of  debare, where all concerned have had iill opportunity to 
review the issues;, comment on the matter, and discuss with rhe Department and the agency, the 
r i m e  has come to bring this matter 16 closwe. J strongly urge M . W  to approve the 

stability and reliability back to MSP. 

The transfer applicauon has been srrongly supported by maririme labor and rhe U.S. 

application ta "fer Tbe MSP operathg 

Sincerely, 



October 13,2003 

Docket C1erkLJ.S. DOT Dockets 
Room PL-401, Nassif Building 
Depmenr  of Transport aeon 
400 S e w ”  Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20590 

Re: Msersk Lhe, Limited’s .+plication for Approval of Proposed Transfer of 
Maritime Security Program Operating Agreements [M.4R.4R-2003-16248] 

Dear Sir: 
1 am writing to express sfrong suppart for Maersk Lint, Limited‘s (MIL) requesl to 

transfer the f i f l e m  Maritime Security Program (MSP) operating agreements from U.S. Ship 
Management (USSM’). It is important to U.S.-flas shipping, nationzl securiry, and rbe srability 
and reliability of defense srdifi for rhe Mzritime Adminismion (MARAD) to approve rbe MLL 
app licar ion. 

As a concemed citkert who has a deep respect for the US. Flag Maritime Industry, I 
believe it is vitally imponanr That this matter come 10 a close. The crews on board rhese vesscIs 
want - in facr need - cenainty about wha will be the vessel operator. Transf-g the vessel 
operating agreements to MLL provides the long-term certainty about crewing and the fitwe of 
the vessels in the p r o p u i ~  &at are critical to rhe U.S.-flag mercham marine and national defense 
sealift 

MLL is a respecTed commercial operator rhar provides v i a  asses a d  systems needed to 
meet defeme sealift rcquiranenrs, including employment opponudies for seafarers. 
%m”b.ing the management o f  the fifrem vessels, which represent nearly one-third of the MSF 
fleer, is critical 10 milirary sealifi and to improved commercial operations by MLL. PLpproviil of 
the application will elimiuare duplicative management structures and more closely integrate the 
managemenr of these vessels with that of Maask’s US.-flag fleet performing military missions. 

Themsferapplicarionhas b e w ~ n & ~ u p p r t e d  by m a r X ” r  and rhe Us. - - ~ ~ ~ 

Transportation Command. This matter has been pencling with rbe agency since November 2002. 
Zn h e  intenening time, COR~RSS has made sigificant progress on a rau~orimi MSP. 
Jmportanrly, both the House and the Senate bills, cwrently being debated in a House-Senate 
conference, contain provisiom permitting aucrly rhe Same arrangement as  sough^ by MLL in its 
application to MARAD. Continued indecision on h i s  matter will r?dverscly impact seafarers, 
military seaIift, and the MSP program. 

M e r  nearly eleven inanrhs o f  debate, where all concerned have had *an oppartuaity TO 

review the issues, comment on the matter, and discuss with rhe Department and the agzncy, &e 
h e  h2-S come to bring this matt- ‘EO closure. I strongly urge Mp;fL4D to approve the 
application to -m.~~~fei t h e  MSP opeiathg ageemencs from USSM 10 MLL ia order tc briog 
stability and reliability back to MSP. 

Sincerely, qtpj ( 2 2  - 
( SigurJrc) 

Name : /-pi, . h  c4 bQ&O/t 
IC-r ,APT w k -  

Address: -Ea n, ’ 
-, .. F L  - 37014 LLY WOUD 



October 13,2003 

Docket C1erWU.S. DOT Dockets 
Room PL-401, Nassif Building 
Depmem of Trmsportauon 
400 Seventh Street, S.W. 
Washingon, DC 20590 

Re: Maersk Line, LWted's Application for Approval of Proposed Transfer of 
Maritime SecuriQ' Program Operating Agreements [MAlrc-iP-2003-16248] 

Dear Sir: 
1 am writing to express strong support for Maersk Line, Limited's (MLL) request m 

transfer the meen Maritime Security P r o w  (MSP) operating agreements &om U.S. Ship 
Management (USSM). 11 is importam to cl.S.-flag shipping, n a t i o d  security. md &e stability 
and reliability of defense sealift for the Maritime ridminiswation (MARO) to approve &e h4LL 
applicarion. 

AS a concemed citizerl who has a deep respect for the US. Flag Maritime Industry, I 
believe it is vitally imposranr Tbar rhls matter come 10 a close. The crews on board rhese vcssds 
want - in facr need - certainty abour who will be the vessel operator. Transf&xing the vessel 
operaridg agreements to MLL provides the long-term ccnainty about craving and the fiture of 
the vessels in the progam tbat are critical to the U.S.4  ag merchant marine and narional defease 
sedi ft - 

MLL is a respecrld comercia1 operator that provides viral assers aid syslems needed to 
meet defense sealift rtqLmnen% including employment opportuniries for seafarers. 
Su-eamlining the management of the fifretsa vessels, which represent nearly one-third of the MSP 
fleet, is critical io military sealift and to improved commercial operations by MLL. Approval of 
the application will eliminare duplicative management structures and more closely integrate the 
management of these vessels with that of Maask's US.-flag fleet performing military missions. 

- _ _ _ _ _ ~  The transfer applicario~ has btensuongly supported b y m x i h d & o r  a d  rh e U.S. 
Trznsporration Comand.  This marter has been pmhs nrith the agency since November 2002. 
In &e intervening time, Congress bas made significznt progrcss on a reaurhorized MSP. 
Imporrantly, both the House and the Senate bills, cunently being debared in a House-Senate 
conference, contain provisions permitting aarrly rhe Same arrangement as sou,@ by MLL in its 
application Io MARAD. Conrinued indecision on chis matter will adversely impact seafarers, 
military sealift, and the MSF program. 

Afrer nearly eleven months o f  dzbxe, where a11 concerned have had iln opportunity to 
review the issues, comment on rhe matter, and discuss with the D e p m e n t  and the agzncy, t!!e 
rime hrts come to bnng this matter 16 ck"-. I sd ,\ ngly urge M. 
application io -mfa she IifSP operating agreerneq s from YSS I IC hlLL in ordc: B bring 

to approve r~le 

st-dbility and reliability back to MSP. 

Address: 1 



October 13,2003 

Docket C1erklU.S. DOT Dockets 
Room PL-401, Nassif Building 
Depmenr of Transportanon 
400 Seventh Street, S.W. 
Washing” DC 20590 

Re: Maersk Lhe, Limited’s Application for Approval of Proposed Transfer of 
Maritime Security Program Operating Agreements [M4RAD-2003-16248] 

Dear Sir: 
I am writing to express strong support for Maersk Lint, Limited‘s (MLL) request to 

transfer &e fifteen &hit ime Security Propram (MSP) operating agreements &om US. Ship 
Management (USSM). It i s  importslllr LO U.S.-flag shipping, national security, and the srzibility 
and reliability of deferiSe sealift for the Maritbe ,adminismion (MAR-0) to appmve lbhe MLL 
applicarion. 

believe it is \ i d l y  imponam Tbsr this matter come 50 a close. The crews on board rhese VCSSCIS 
want - in facr need - certainty abour wha will be the vessel operator. Transferring tbe vessel 
operabg agreements to MLL provides the long-term cenainty about erewing and the fbture of 
the vessels in the program that are critical to rhe US.-flag merchanr marine and nationdl defense 
sealift. 

MLL js a rcspzcitd commercia1 opcrator thar provides vital a s s m  md systems needed to 
meef defense sealift rzqdmnenrs, includmg employment opportUniues for seafarers. 
Streanlining tbs management of h e  fifrem vessds, which represent nearly one-thld of the MSP 
fleet, is critical 10 miliw sealift and fo improved commercial operations by MLL. APPTOV~ of 
the application will eliminate duplicative management structures and more closely integra?e the 
mmagement of these vessels With that of M a d s  US.-flag fleet performing mil i tw missions. 

Themsferapplicarionbas brensrron_ely supponedb_ymariiime labor and &e U.S. 
Transportation Command. This matter has been pmhg with the agency since November 2002. 
In rhe iatrrvening time, C O R ~ T ~ S S  bas made sigificznt progrcss on a reauthorized MSP. 
Importantly, both the House irnd the Senzte bills, currently being debared in a House-Senate 
conference, contain proidsiom permitting ancrly rhe sume arrangement as soughr by MLL in its 
application to MARAD. Conrinued indecision on h i s  maner wiU zidvmely impact seafarers, 
military sealift, and the MSP program. 

M e r  nearly eleven months o f  debbate, where all concemed have had iin opportunity to 
review( the issues, comment on the maner, znd discuss with rbe Depamnent and the agency, the 
rime h= come to bring this matm ‘EO closure. 1 strongly urge M l 4 U D  to approve the 

AS a concemed citizea who has a deep respect for the U.S. Flag Maritime Industry, I 



Cctober 13,2003 

Docket C1erldU.S. DOT Dockets 
Room PL-401, Nassif Building 
Department of Transportation 
400 Sevmrb SIrsSt, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20590 

Re: Maersk Lhe, Limited’s Application for Approval of Proposed Transfer of 
Maritime Security Program Operating Agreements [M?sR.I&2003-16248] 

Dear Sir: 
I am writing to express strong support for Maersk Line, Limited‘s (MLL) request to 

transfer the fifteen Maritime Security Program (MSP) operating agreements from U.S. Ship 
Management (USSM). IF is important to US.-flag shipping, national security, and the stability 
and reliability of defmse sealift for the Maritime Adxx$.nismion WARAD) IO approve rhe MLL 
applicarion. 

As a concerned citizea who has a deep respect for the US. Flag Maritime Industry, I 
believe it is vitally imponmr Thar this matter come 10 8 Close. T h e  crews on board these vcssrls 
want - in facr need - certainty abour who will be the vessel operator. Tmmfening the vessel 
operating agreements to MLL provides the long-term certainty about crewing and the future of 
the vessels in the progam That are critical to the U.S.-flaS merchant marine and narional defense 
sealift. 

MLL js a respecied commercial operator that provides viM assers md systems needed to 
meet defense sealift requiranenrs, including employment opportunities for seafarus. 
Sneanlining the management of the fifrem vessels, which represent nearly one-third of the MSP 
fleet, is critical 10 “y sealifi and to improved commercid operations by MLL. Approval of 
the application Will eliminate duplicative management structures and more cIosely integrate the 
xnanagemenr of these vessels with that of Maask’s U.S.-flag fleet performing military missions. 

Transportation Commaad. This matter has been pendins with tbe agency since November 2002. 
h the intervening time, Congress bas made significznt progress on a reauthorized MSP. 
Importantly, both the House and the Senate bills, currently being debared in a House-Senate 
conference, contain provisions permitting aacrly rhe sume arrangemenr as soughr by MLL in its 
application to MAFLW. Continued indecision on r-his manu will Ulvmely impact seafarers, 
military sealift, and the MSP program. 

M e r  nearly eleven inon& of debare, where all concerned have had an opportunity u) 
review the issues, comment on the matter, and discuss with tbe Department and the agency, the 
rinie has come to bring this matrer TO closure. I strongly urge M W  to approve the 
application lo n-asfer rhe MSP opeiathg agreements from USSM io  MLL ic order tc bring 
stability and reliability back to MSP. 

The transfer applicarion has been srrongly supported by marit ime labor and The U.S. 

Le Sincerely, 

( SlgnanJW 

”e: P ( h  taM+4?& - 
Address: 1305 f \ I -  g. ZaSteCJ ~ 

1 pt. 3374  



October 13,2003 

Docket C1erm.S. DOT Dockets 
Room PL-401, Nassif Building 
D e p m e n r  o f  Transport asion 
400 Seventh Street, S.W. 
Washinson, DC 20390 

Re: Maersk Line, Limited's Application for Approval of Proposed Transfer of 
Maritime Security Program Operating Agreements [MAR4D-2003-16248] 

Dear Sir: 
1 am writing to express strong support for Maersk Line, Limited's (MLL) requcsr to 

transfer the fiflem Maritime Security Program (MSP) operating agreements from US. Ship 
Management (USSM). It i s  important to U.S.-flag shipping, national stcurky. and b e  stability 
and reliability of defense sealifi for the Maritime Adm%6suation ( h i m )  to approve the MLL 
applicalion. 

As a concerned citizen who has a deep respect for the US. Flag Maritime Industry, I 
believe it is titally 1ITJpO"LT Thar this matter come Io a close. The crews on board these vcsscls 
want - in facr need - certainty abour who wilI be the vessel operator. Transfbg the vessel 
operating agreements to MLL provides the long-term cenainty about crewing and the fime of 
the vessels in the progam &at are critical to the U.S.-flag merchant marine and nanonal defease 
sealift- 

MLL is a respecrzd comercia1 operator that provide vital assets and systems needed to 
meef defense sealift reqakmenrs, including employment opportwiues for seafarers. 
Sneamlining the management of the fifteen vessels, which represent nearly one-third of the MSP 
fleet, is critical lo military sealift and to improved commercial operations by MLL. Approval of 
the application will eliminare duplicative management smctures and more closely inregrate the 
management of these vessels With that of M a d ' s  U.S.-flag fleet performing military missions. 

Transponation Command. This matter has been pending with tbc agency since November 2002. 
Zn rbe intervening time, Congress has made significant progress on a reaurhorked MSP. 
Importantly, both the House and the Senate bills, cunenrly being debared in a House-Senate 
conference, contain provisions permitting aacdy rhe Same arrangement as sought by MLL in its 
application to MARAD. Con~nued indecision on rbis maner will adversely impact seafarers, 
mibtary sealift, and the MSP program. 

m e r  nearly eleven months of debate, where a11 concerned have had -a opportunity w 

The transfer application has been srrongly supported by maritime labor and The U.S. 

t ime  has come to bring this malm to closure. I snongly u 



October 13,2003 

Docket C1erwU.S. POT Dockets 
Room PL-401, Nassif Building 
Deparunar of Transportation 
400 Seventh Street, S.W. 
Washingon, DC 20590 

Re: Maersk Line, Lfmited's Applicati n for Approval of Proposed Transfer of  
Maritime Security Program Operating Agreements [MAlZ-4D-2003-16248] 

Dear Sir: 
1 am writing to express strong sypport for Maersk Line, Limited's (MLL) requesl to 

transfer the fifteen Maritime Security Propram (MSP) operating agreements from U.S. Ship 
Management @SSM). Ir is important to U.S.-flag shipping, nationzl stcuriry. a d  rhe subility 
and reliabiliw of d e f a e  sealift for The Marithe Adminisdon w m )  to approve rbc MLL 
applicarion. 

AS a concerned citizea who has a deep respect for the US. Flag Maritime Industry, I 
believe it is vitally imponanr That this maner come 10 a close. The crews on board These vrssds 
want - in facr deed - certainty abour wha will be the vessel operator. Transferring the vessel 
operatidg agreements to MLL provides the long-term cenainty about crewing and the fiture of 
the vessels in the progam that are critical to rhe US.-flag merchant mazine 2nd narioml defense 
sealift. 

MLL is a respzcrtd comnmial operator tha~ provides viral asses md systems needed fa 
meet defense sealift rcquzimnenrs, includmg employment opponuniries for seafarers. 
S n e m h b g  the management of the fifieen uessrls, which represent nearly one-third of tbe MSF 
fleet, is critical 10 military se4ifi and to improved commercial operations by MLL. .4pprovd of 
the application will elirniuare duplicative management structures and more closely integrate the 
managemenr of these vessels With that of Maask's U.S.-flag fleet performing military missiom- 

Transportation Command. This matter has been p m h ~  with tbc agency since November 2002. 
Zn &e intervening time, Co~gress has made significant progress on a m u b r i z e d  MSP. 
Lnportantly, both the House and the Senate bills, cunenily being debar& in a Mouse-Senate 
conference, conrain proVisiom pen-nitting a a c r b  rhe same arrangement as souglx by MLL in its 
application to MARAD. Continued indecision on th is  matter will adversely impact seafarers, 
military sealift, and the MSP program. 

M e r  nearly eleven inonrhs of debate, wberc all concerned have had ,651 opportunity M 
review the  issues, comment on the matter, and discuss with rhe D e p w e n t  and she agency, the 

The nansferapplicarion has hrensmnglysupported bymaritime labor and rhe U.S. 



October 13,2003 

Docket C1erWU.S. DOT Pockets 
Room PL-401, Nassif Building 
Depanmen~ of Transportation 
400 Seventh Street, S.W. 
Washingon, DC 20590 

Re: Maersk Line, Limited'- Ap licatiort for Approval of Proposed Transfer of 
Maritime Security Program Operating Agreements [MAR.;i&2003-16248] 

Dear Sir: 
I am vrriting to express strong suppart for Maersk Line, Limired's (MLL) reques~ 10 

transfer the Ween Maritime Security Program (hlSP) operating agreements from US. Ship 
Mmagement (USSM). It is importmt to U.S.-fla,o shipping, nationzl securiry. and rhe suibility 
and reliability of defense sealifi for the Maritime .4dmirrisuation 
applicaion. 

GS a concemed citizesl who has a deep respect for the US. Flag Maritime Jndustry, I 
believe it is vitally impom1 Thar this matter come 10 a close. The crews on board drese vcssds 
wwt - in Edcr need - cenainty about who wiU be the vessel operator. Transferring the vessel 
operating agreements to M U  provides the long-term certainty about crewing and the fkture of 
the vessels in the progam that are critical to the U.S.-flag merchant marine and nariondl defease 
sealift 

MLL js z rsspecred comacia1 operator rhat provide viral assers and systems needed to 
meet defense sealift requiraenrs, including employment opportunities for seafarers. 
Streamlining the management of h e  fifteen vessds, which represent nearly m e - t h i d  of the MSF 
fleet, is critical IO militi%y sealift and 10 improved commercial operations by MLL. Approval of 
the application Will elimkare duplicative management strucrues and more closely integrate the 
managemenr of these vessels with that of Maask's U.S.-flag fleet performing military missions. 

Transportation Command. This matter has been pmchs witb the agency since November 2002. 
In rhe hten-ening time, Congress has made significm progress on a rezurhorized MSP. 
Importantly, both the House and the Senate bills, currently being debated in a House-Senate 
conference, contain provkiom pennithg ancr iy rhe same arrangement 2s SOU@T by MLL is its 
application to MARAD. Conrinued indecision on W matter will adversrly impact seafarers, 
military sealift, and the MSP program. 

M e r  nearly eleven m o n b  of debare, where all concerned have had an oppomnity M 
review the  issues, comment on the matter, and discuss with 

to approve rbc MLL 

The "fer applicauanbas hrensrrongy supported b y a a i h e l z b o r  and rh e U.S. 



! 

October 13,2003 

Docket C1erkAJ.S. DOT Dockets 
Room PL-401, Nassif Building 
Depmenr of Transpartarion 
400 Sevmlh Street, S. W. 
Washing" DC 20390 

Re: Mserrk Lint?, Limited's Application for Approval of Proposed Tmnsfer of 
Maritime Security Program Operating Agreements [MARAb-2003-16248] 

Dear Sir: 
I am writing to express strong support for Maersk Lias, Limited's (MLL) requesr to 

transfer the fifteen Maritime Security Program (MSP) operating agseements from US. Ship 
Managemenr (USSM). Ir is important to U.S.-flag shipping national secUriry. aad &e stability 
and reliability of defme sealift for the Maritime Adminisuation NPJLsD) 10 approve &e MLL 
applicarion. 

As a concemed citizen who has a deep respect for the US. Flag Maritime Industry, I 
believe it is vitally imporranr rhar this matter come 10 a close. The crews on board rhese vcsscls 
want - in facr need - certainty about who will be the vessel operator. Transfdg the vessel 
operating agreements to MLL provides the long-term certainty about crewing and the firture of 
the vessels in the program that are critical to h e  US.-flag merchant marhe and narional deferrse 
sealift- 

MLL is a respeclzd commercial operator char provides viral assers and systems needed to 
meer defense sealift requkmenrs, including employment opponunities for seafarers. 
Streamlining the management of the fifreen vessels, which represent nearly one-third of the MSP 
fleet, is criticti1 10 military sealift and to improved commercial operations by MLL. Approval of 
the application will eliminare duplicative management structures and more closely integrate the 
managemenr of these vessels With that of M a d ' s  U.S.-flag fleet performing military missions. 

Transportation Command. This matter has been pending with the agency since November 2002. 
Tn rhe intervening time, Congress has made significant progress on a reauthorized MSP. 
hportantly, both the House and rhe Senate bills, currently being debaed in a House-Senate 
conference, contain provisions permitting exacrly rhe same arrangement as sough by MLL in its 
application fo MARAD. Continued indecision on rhis matter will adversely impact seafarers, 
military sealift, and the MSP program. 

M e r  nearly eleven monrhs of debate, where all concemed have had an opporNnity IO 
review the issues, comment on the matter, and d.iscuss wirb rhe Deparnnent and rhe agency, the 
t ime has came to bring this matter TO closure. I strongly urge .MARAD to approve the 
application to rransfes rhe MSP operating agreements fiom USSM to MLL in order KO bring 
stability and reliability back to MSP. 

The transfer applicafion has been srrongly supported by maririme labor and rhe U.S. 

KxA&/ w--- Sincerely, 
(S1Snawe) 

"e: >& \C Grceh> -cL-- 

Address: >\ob sa L.3 ' 3% k p%--- 
't-0 Ladb -F \a 1-1 - 



October 13,2003 

Docket C1trUJ.S. DOT Dockets 
Room PL-40 1, Nassif Building 
Depanmenr of Transportanon 
400 Seventh Street, S.W. 
Washingon, DC 20590 

Re: Maersk Line, Limited's Application for Approval of Proposed Transfer of 
Maritime Securiw Propam Operating Agreements [M-4R.4&2003-16248] 

Dear Sir: 
I am writing to express strong support for Maersk Liae, Limited's (MLL) requesr to 

transfer the fifteen Maritime Security Frogan WSP) operaring agreements from US. Ship 
Management 0,ISSM). IT is important to CJ.S.-flas shipping, nationzl stcuriry. md rbe suibility 
and reliability of defense sealifr for The Maritime AdmbGsuation WPcRAD) to approve hhe MLL 
applicarion. 

As a concerned citizen who has a deep respect for the US. Flag Maritime industry, I 
believe it is vitally imponaslr mar this " c r  come 10 a close. me crews on board these vcssds 
want - in facr need - certainty abour who will be the vessel operator. Transferring the vessel 
operating agreements to MLL provides the long-term certainty about crewing and the f k u e  of 
the vessels in the program tbat are critical to the US.-flag merchanr marine and narional defease 
sealift. 

MLL js a rcspzcred commercia1 operator char provides vital assers a d  systems needed io 
meet defense sealift rzquiremenrs, including employment opportuniries for seafarers. 
Su-eamIining the management of the fifrem v ~ s d s ,  which represent nearly one-third of she MSP 
fleet, is critical 10 military sealift and TO improved commercial operations by MLL. .4pprovd of 
the application will eliminare duplicative management structures iind more closely integrate the 
managemenr of these vessels with that of Maask's U.S.-flag fleet performing military missions. 

-~ The~-~~nsf~applicari~~bas brwuongly supported bq.marlrime labor arid rhe U.S. 
TmspoRation Command. This marter has been pmcbrg with rhc agency since November 2002. 
In Ehe intervening time, Congress bas made significant progress on a reauthorized MSP. 
Importantly, both the House md the Senzte bills, currently being debated in a House-Senate 
conference, contain provisions permitCjng .racr/y rhe s u m  arrangemen? as soughr by MLL in its 
application TO MA.WD. Conrinued indecision on rhis matter will a k r s e I y  impact seafarers, 
military sealift, and the MSP program. 

M e r  nearly eleven inonths o f  debate, where all concerned have had 'an opportuniy 10 
review the issues, comment on the matter, and discuss wiih the Depmens  and the agzncy, the 
r ime ha comr to bring this matm TO closure. I snor?gIy urge M4R4.D ro approve the 
application to m f e r  she MsP operaeng agreements !?ani TJSSM to MIL in order M bricg 
siability and 

" e :  

Address: 

reliability back to MSP. 



October 13,2003 

Docket C1crkAJ.S. DOT Dockets 
Room PL-401, Nassif Building 
Deparanem of Transportation 
400 Sevmrh Street, S.W. 
Wasbingon, DC 20590 

Re: Maersk Line, LSm-ted’s Application for Approval of Proposed Transfer of 
Maritime Security Program Operating Agreements [W4&2003-16248] 

Dear Sir: 
I am writing to express strong support for Maersk Line, Limited’s (MLL) request to 

transfer the fifteen Maritime Security Propram (MSP) operating agreements from U.S. Ship 
Management (USSM). IF is important to U.S.-flag shipping, national s ~ u r i ~ y .  md the sAility 
and reliability of defense sealifi for rhe Markhe  A e s u a t i o n  @lW) to approve &e MLL 
applicarion. 

AS a concemed citizea who has a deep respect for the US. FIag Maritime Industry, I 
believe it is vitally iTnpOrCaIlT rhar this matter come 10 a close. T h e  crews on board rhese VCSSCIS 
want - in facr need - certainty abour who will be the vessel operator. Transfhing the vessel 
operatidg agreements to Mu provides the long-term certainty about mewing and the fime of 
the vessels in the program That are critical to rhe US.-flag merchaar marine and national defense 
sealift. 

MLL is 2 respecred comercia1 operaror rbar provides WJ assm md systems needed to 
met1 defeme sealift requiremenrs, including employment opportunities for seafarts. 
Streanlining the management of the fifsecta uessds, which represent nearly oae-.third of the MSP 
fleet, is critical 10 milirary sealift and to improved commercial operations by MLL. Approval of 
the application will eliminate duplicative management structures md more ciosely integate the 
managemenr of thzse vessels with that af Maask’s US.-flag fleet performing m i l i m  missions. 

D e  #ransfmapplicz~anhas heensnongly supported hu_ma&mehhor and &e U.S. 
Transportation Command. This matter has been pmclirg with the agency since November 2002. 
Za rbe intmening time, Congess has made significant progress on a raurhorized MSP. 
Importantly, both the House and the Senate bills, currently being debared in a House-Senate 
conference, contain provisions permitting ancrly rhe same arrangement 2s  sough^ by MLL in its 
application To MARQ. Continued indecision on rh is matter wiU Pdversrly impact seafarers, 
military sealift, and the MSP program. 

M e r  nearly eleven inonrhs of debate, where all concemed have had an opportuaity to 
review the issues, comment on the matter, and discuss with rbe Depamnent and the agency, the 
tinit has come to bring this matm TO closure. I srror?gly urge M.GL4D ro approve rhe 

stability and reliability back to MSP. 
applicatbn Eo rranSfer The MSP operating 

Sincerely, 



October 13,2003 

Docket C1erW.S. DOT Dockets 
Room PL-401, Nassif Building 
Dsparanenr of Transportation 
400 Seven& Street, S.W. 
Washingon, DC 20590 

Re: Maersk Line, Limited's Application for Approval of Proposed Transfer of  
Maritime Securiv Program Operating Agreements [M.4RAD-2003-16248] 

Dear Sir: 
I am writing to express strong support for Maersk Line, Limited's (MLL) requesr to 

fransfer the fifteen Maritime Security P r o w  (MSP) operating ageements &om US. Ship 
Management (USSM). IF is important to US.-€la$ shipping, national securiry, md rhe stability 
and reliabiIity of defense sealift for rhe Marithe Adminisuation &lam) to approve b e  MLL 
applicarion. 

As a concemed citizm who has a deep respect for the U.S. Flag Maritime Industry, 1 
believe it is vitally impomK Thar this matter come lo a close. The crews on board rhesc VCSSCIS 
want - in facr: need - certainty abour wha will be the vessel operator. lh."sring the vessel 
operating agreements to Mu provides the long-term cenainty about mewing and the future of 
the vessels in the progara tlut are critical to rhe U.S.-flag mercbm marhe and narional defease 
sealift- 

MLL is a respected commercial operator that provide u i ~ 4  assess and systems needed to 
meet defense sealift requkmenrs, including employment opporrunicies for seafarers. 
Streanlining the management of the fifsem vessels, which represent nearly one-third of the MSP 
fleet, is crirical 50 military sealift and to improved commercid operations by MLL. .4pprovd of 
the application will eliminare duplicalivt: management structures md more closely inregrare the 
managemenr of these vessels With that of Maask's U.S.-flag fleet performing military missions. 

transfer applicaconbashrensrrongllysupporreded by-nariirimdabor and rh e US. 
Tmsportation Command. This matter has been pending with tbc agency since November 2002. 
h &e iotervsning time, Congress has made significant progress on a rezurhorized MSP. 
Importantly, both the House and the Senate bills, currently bcing debaed in a House-Senate 
conference, contain provisions permining a m l y  ihe same arrangement as sough by MLL in its 
application Io W4U.D. Conenued indecision on rh is matter will aversely impzct seafarers, 
military sealift, and the MSP pmgtam. 

U e r  nearly eleven monrhs of debate, where all concerned have had an oppo&ty to 
review the  issues, comment on the maner, wd discuss with &he Dqpamnent and rhe agency, rhe 
tinie has come to bring this matm to closure. I strongly urge lvLKfL4.D to approve b e  

stzbility and reliability bwk to MSP. 
Sinc ere1 y, 



October 13,2003 

Docket C1erW.S. DOT Dockets 
Room PL-401, Nassif Building 
Depanmenr of Transpportarion 
400 Sevmrb Street, s.W- 
Washingon, DC 20590 

Re: Maersk Line, Limited's Application for Approval of Proposed Transfer of 
Maritime Securiw Program Operating Agreements [Ma4&2003-16248] 

Dear Sir. 
I am writing to express strong support for Maersk Linc, Limited's (MLL) request to 

transfer the m e e n  Maritime Secwity Program (MSP) operating agreements from US. Ship 
Management WSSM). Ir is importat to U.S.-fkg shipping, national securiry, md rbe ssebility 
and reliability of defense srdift for the MaXme .&dm%smhon (MAR.0) to approve b e  MLL 
applicarion. 

AS a concerned citkea who has a deep respect for the US. Flag Maritime industry, I 
believe it is vitally imporranr rhar this matter come 10 a close. The crews on board ihese vessds 
want - in facr need - certainty abour who will be the vessel operator. T r a n s f d g  the vessel 
operating agreements to M U  provides the long-term certainty about crewing and the firnrre of 
the  vessels in the progarn thzt are crhicai to rhe  US-flag merchans marine and narional def-2 
sealift. 

MLL is a respzcrtd comnsrci8l operator rhar provides \'lid assers md systems needed to 
meet defense sealift rzquknenrs, including employment oppo"iues for seafarsr.s. 
Streanlining the management of the fifteen vessels, which represent nearly one-third of the MSP 
fleer, is critical IO milirary sealift and to improved commercial operations by MLL. Approval of 
the application will elimbare duplicative management strucrures and more closely imegrwe the 
managemenr of thcsc vtsstls with tha of Ma&s U.S.-flag fleet performing military missions. 

Transporration Command. This matter has been pmbg with the agency since November 2002. 
In rhe irlrervening time, Congress bas made significant progress on a reauthorized MSP. 
Importantly, both the House and the Senate bills, currently being debated in a House-Senate 
conference, contain provisions pem-lting aacr(y rhe Same arrangemenr as sough by MLL in its 
application to MARAD. Continued indecision on rh is matter will ~ x % ~ ~ . e l y  impact seafarers, 
military sealift, and the MSP program. 

M e r  nearly eleven inonrhs of debate, where all concerned hme had ii~l opporN4ity ID 
review the issues, comment on the matter, a d  discuss with rhe Department and rhe agzncy, the 
rim h s  come to bring this matter TO closure. I strongly urge h 4 . W  to approve the 

The €ransferapplkauonW b e e n " &  supported bymaritime labor and &e U.S. 

hfLL io ords: tc brirg 

Address: Loa- 7u), ,L /G5 Dr, Lr-c 

--&*I f l ~ U 3 7 3  



October 13,2003 

Docket C1erW.S. DOT Dockets 
Room PL-401, Nassif Building 
Departmenr of TransportaZion 
400 Seventh Street, S.W. 
Washingon, DC 20590 

Re: Maersk Line, Limited's Application for Approval of Proposed Transfer of 
Maritime Security Program Operating Agreements (MARAD-2003-16248] 

Dear Sir: 
I am writing to express strong support for Maersk Line, Limited's @ILL) request to 

transfer the fifteen Maritime Security Program (MSP) operating agreements from US, Ship 
Management (USSM). It i s  important to U.S.-fhg shipping, national security. md the stability 
and reliability of defense sealift for the Maritime Admink"aln WARAD) to approve &e MLL 
applicarion. 

As a concerned citizen who has a deep respect for the U.S. Flag Maritime Industry, I 
believe it is vitally imponan1 rhar this matter come IO a close. The crews on board &est vessrls 
want - in facr need - certainty abour who will be tbe vessel operator. Transfdg the vessel 
operating agreements to MLL provides the long-term cenainty about crewing and the future of 
the vessels in the progam that are critical to rhe US.-flag merchant marine and narional defense 
sealift. 

MLL is a respecred commercia1 operator that provides vital asseIs and systems needed to 
meef defense sealift requirmenrs, including employment opportuniries for seafarers. 
Streamlining the management of the fifrectn vessels, which represent nearly one-third of the MSP 
fleet, is critical IO military sealifi and ro improved commercial operations by M U .  Approval of 
the application will eliminaw duplicative management structues and more closely integrate the 
managemenr of ihtse vessels with that of Maask's US.-flag fleet performing military missions. 

Transponation Command. This maner has been pading with the agency since November 2002. 
k, rhe iarervening time, Congress has made significant progress on a reaurhorized MSP. 
bnpOIta.nt~y, both the House and the Senate bills, currently being debated in a House-Senate 
conference, contain provisions permitLi.ng e " l y  rhe same arrangement as  sough^ by MLL in its 
application to MARAD. Conrinued indecision on Ehis manet will adversely impact seafarers, 
military sealift, and the MSP program. 

Afier nearly eleven m o n k  of  debate, where all concerned have had -an apportunity M 
review the issues, comment on the matter, and discuss with &e Department and the agency, the 
r ime has come to bring this malter m closure. I strongly urge .MAR4D to approve rhe 
application to m f e r  The MSP operating agreements 
stability and reliability back to MSP. 

The rransfer applicauon has been strongly supported by maririme Jabor and the U.S. 

SSM to MI-L in order to bring 

"e: 

Address: 



October 13,2003 

Docket C1erN.S. DOT Dockets 
Room PL-402, Nassif Building 
Departmen1 of Transpponarion 
400 Sevmrh Street, S.W. 
Wasbingon, DC 20590 

Re: Maersk Line, LWted’s Application for Approval of Proposed Transfer of 
Maritime Securiv Program Operating Agreements [M-4EL4&2003-16248] 

Dear Sir: 
1 am writing to express strong support for Maersk Lint, Limited‘s (MLL) requesl to 

transfer the fifteen Maritime Security Prog,” (MSP) operating agreements from U.S. Ship 
Management (LISSM). 11 is important to U.S.-fla$ shipping, nationzl security. and rhe sr&.bility 
and reliabiIiry of d e f a e  seallift for the Marithe Admiaisuation (MARAD) to approve b e  MLL 
applicarion. 

AS a concemed citizen who has a deep respect for &e US. Flag Maritime Industry, I 
believe it is titally imponmr rhar this matter come to a close. The crews on board these vcssds 
want - in facr need - certainty abour who will be the vessel operator. Transfctnin,P tbe vessel 
operaring agreements to MLL provides the long-term certainty about crewing and the fiture of 
the vessels in the progam that are critical to rhe U.S.-flag merchm marine and narioaal defense 
sealift. 

MLL is a respecred c o m m i a l  operator rhar provides v i a  assers mind systems needed to 
meet defeme sealift rzqrlimenrs, includmg employment opponuniries for seafarers. 
Smslnlining the management of the fifsem vessels, which represent nearly one-third of the MSP 
fleet, is critical IO military sealift and to improved commercial operations by M U .  PLpproval of 
the application will eliminate duplicative management structures and more closely integafs the 
Illanagemenr of these vessels wjrh thar of M a d ’ s  U.S.-flag fleet performing military missions. 

’ Thexra~~sfe-rspplicarion has b r m s ~ n ~ y s ~ p o r t s d ~ ~ ~ l a b o r  and rhe U.S. 
Transponation Command. This matter has been pmhg witb the agency since November 2002. 
In rhe intervening time, Congess has made significstnt progress on a r e z u b ~ e d  MSP. 
linportantly, both the House and the Senate bills, currently bting debared in P House-Senate 
carderwe, contain provisiom pen-nittbg ancrly rhe Same arrangement as SOU&T by MLL in its 
application IO MARAD. Cominued indecision on rhis matter will xhers.rly impact seafarers, 
military sealift, and the MSP program. 

M e r  nearly eleven inonshs of debare, where a11 concerned have had -an oppomnity M 
review the  issues, commenr on the maner, and cliscws witb rbe Deparrment and rhe agency, t!!e 
b e  hfs come to bring this matm TO closure. 1 strongly urge M4UD to approve the 
application io m f e i  -the MSP opeiahg agrecmmcs 6an; VSSM tc MT,L in order tc brisg 
stability md reliability back to MISf. 

Kame: 



October 13,2003 

Docket C1erkAJ.S. DOT Dockets 
Room PL-401, Nassif Building 
Departmenr of Transpartation 
400 Seven& Street, s. W. 
Washingson, DC 20590 

Re: Maersk Line, Limited's Application for Approval of Proposed Transfer of 
Maritime Security Program Operating -4greements [M4R.0-2003-16248] 

Dear Sir: 
I am writing to express strong support for bhersk Lint, Limited's (MLL) request to 

transfer the fifteen Maritime Security Progam (MSP) operating agreemenrs from U.S. Ship 
Mmagement (USSM). IT is important to U.S.-tlag shipping, national securiry, and rhe stEbility 
and reliability of defense sealift for the  Maritime A M s u a t i o n  (MARAD) to approve be MLL 
applicalion. 

AS a concerned citizeri who has a deep respect for the US. Flag Maritime Industry, I 
believe it is vitally imponanr Th3r rhis matter c4me 10 a close. The crews on board These vcssds 
want - in facr need - certainty about wha will be the vessel operator. Transferkg the vessel 
operating agreements to MLL provides the long-term certainty about mewing and the future of 
the vessels in the program that are critical to the US-flag merchant marine and narional defense 
sealift 

MLL is a respected comsrcial operator that provides viral assers aid systems needed to 
meet defeme sealift requkmenrs, including employment opponuniues for seafarers. 
Streamlining the management of the fifiectn vessds, which represent nearly one-third of the MSP 
fleet, is critical to military sealift and to improved commercial operations by MLL. Approval of 
the application will eliminare duplicative management smctwes md more closely integrate the 
managemar of these vessds with that of Ma&s US.-flag fleet performing military missions. 

Trrtnsporration Command. This matter has been pmdbg with the agency since November 2002. 
In the intervening time, Congress has made significstnr progress on a rauthorized MSP. 
Importantly, both the House rtad rhe Senate bills, cwrently being debar& in a House-Senate 
conference, contain provisions permitting aacrly rhe same arrangement 2s sou&r by MLL ia its 
application to MARAD. Continued indecision on rh is manet will adversely impact seafarers, 
military sealift, and the MSP program. 

opportunity to 
review the issues, comment on the matzer, and c!i.scul;s with the D e p m e n t  and the agzncy, the 
r i m e  has come to bring this matm ro closure. I strongly urge M-XlUD to approve the 
application to --fer she M.sP opeiathg ageements from USSM 10 MLL iC order t= bricg 
stability and reliability back to MSP. 

- ~ Themsfaapplicarionhas btensrrongly supported hrJrwitime labor and The U.S. -______ 

M e r  nearly eleven m o d s  o f  debate, where a11 concerned have had 

"e, ph.J-WRl. 4 

Address: 

-3 -3 1 3  
/ 



October 13,2003 

Docket Clerk/U.S. POT Dockets 
Room PL-401, Nassif Building 
Depamnenr of Transportarioa 
400 Sevenrh Sfrest, s. W. 
Washingon, DC 20590 

Re: Maersk Line, Limited’s Application for Approval of Proposed Transfer of 
Maritime Security Program Operating -4greemeats [MAfh4&2003-16248] 

Dear Sir: 
I am writing to express strong support for Maersk Line, Limited‘s (MLL) request to 

transfer the fifteen Maritime Security Program (MSP) operating agreements from U.S. Ship 
Management (USSM). Ir is important to U.S.-flas shipping, nationzl securiry. and rhe smbility 
and reliability of defense sealift for The Maritime .%dmkisuation (MAKO) to approve bbc MLL 
applicarion. 

As a concemed citizen who has a deep resptct for the US. Flag ,Maritime Industry, I 
believe it is vitally imporrans thar this matter c4me 10 8 close. The crews on board rhese vtsscls 
want - in hcr need - certainty abour who will be the vessel operator. Transfmg tbe vessel 
opaatidg agreements to MLL provides the long-term certainty about crewing and the fbture of 
the vessels in the pro- tbar are critical to rhe US-flag merchant marine and national defease 
sealifr. 

MLL js a respecttd comercia1 operator that provides viral assers stzd systems needed ta 
meet defense sealift r z q u k z ” ,  including employment opportunicies for seafarer. 
Streanlining the management of tbe fifteen vessels, which represent nearly one-third of the MSP 
fleet, is critical 10 military sealifi and to improved commercial operations by MLL. Approval of 
the application will eliminare duplicative management structures and more cIoseIy integrate the 
managemem of these vessels with that of M a d ’ s  U.S.-flag fleet performing military missiom. 

3wransfez slpplicafian has beensmngly supported b y b h d i i b o r  and rhe U.S. 
Transportation Command. This matter has been pend;g with the agency since November 2002. 
Zn the intervening time, COR~XSS h;ts made significsmt progress on a rezurhorifed MSP. 
Importantly, both the House and the Senate bills, cunenrly being debared in a House-Senate 
conference, contan provkiom permitting ex~crf’y rhe same arrangement as soughr by MLL in its 
application to MARAD. Continued indecision on h i s  matter wiU adversely impzct seafarers, 
military sealift, and the MSP program. 

M e r  nearly eleven inonrhs of debate, wbere a11 concerned haw had ‘a opportUaity TO 

review the issues, comment on tbe mmer, wd discus with rhe D e p m e n t  and rhe agzncy, rbe 
r i m e  has come to bring this matrer IO closure. 1 strongly urge M4lU.D to approve rhe 

Sincerely, 

”e: - 



October 13,2003 

Docket C1erkAJ.S. DOT Dockets 
Room PL-40 1, Nassif 8 uilding 
Deparunem of Transportation 
400 Seventh Street, S.W. 
Washingon, DC 20590 

Re: Msersk Line, Limited's Application for Approval of Proposed Tmasfer of 
Maritime Security Program Operating Agreements [M4RA&2003-16248] 

P:ar Sir: 
I am writing to express strong support for Maersk Line, Limited's W L )  requesr to 

transfer the fXem Maritime Security Program (MSP) operating agreements from U.S. Ship 
Management (USSM}. IT is imponant to U.S.-fla$ shipping, national securiry. and &he stability 
and reliability of defense sealift for the Marhkne Adminiswation (hL4RAD) to approve rbc h4LL 
applicarion. 

AS a concemed citizen who has a deep respect for the US. Flag Maritime Industry, I 
believe it is vitally imporranr rbN this matter come to a close. The crews on board rhese vcsscls 
want - in facr need - certainty abour who will be tbe vessel operazor. Transferring the vessel 
operating agreements 10 MLL provides the long-term certainty about crewing and the f i w e  of 
the vessels in the progam tbzt are critical to rhe US.-flag merchanr marine ad national defense 
sealift. 

MLL is a respecred corn-srcial ogerator tfiar provides viral asses md systems needed to 
meer dsfease sealift rzqdrnenrs, includhg employment opportuniues for seaf~srs. 
Suemlining the managemeat of b e  fifreeu vessrls, which represent nearly one-third of the MSP 
fleet, is critical to military sealift and TO improved commercial operalions by MLL. PLpproval of 
the appIication will eliminare duplicative management structures a d  more closely integrats the 
managemar of these vessels with that of  M a d ' s  US.-flag fleet performing military missions. 

mnsfer6lpplicarionhas brursnonglysupported by maririme labor and sh e U.S. 
Trznsporration Command. This mmer has been pencbg with the agency since Novembei 2002. 
Tn rhe intervening time, Congress has made significmnt progress on a remhorized MSP. 
Zmporrantly, both the House and rhe Senare bills, currently being debaed in a House-Senate 
conference, contain provisions permitting ancrly rhe same arrangement 2s souglx by MLL in its 
application fo MARhD. Conrinued indecision on &is matter wiU d v m r l y  impact seafarers, 
military seaIift, and the MSP program. 

M e r  nearly eleven months o f  dtbatte, where a11 concerned have had 'a opportunity to 
review the issuzs, comznenz on the maner, and discuss wirh rbe Department and the agtncy, the 
time h a  come to bring this matter TO closure. I strongly urge M4R4D to approve the 
application to k . r f t ? i  r h e  MSP opeiathg agre:ments fian USSM IC MLL i .~ ords: to br',cg 
stability and reliability back to MSP. 

Name: 
Address: 

>A#. 33496% 



October 13,2003 

Docket ClerkK3.S. DOT Dockets 
Room PL-401, Nassif Building 
Deparrmm~ of Transpportarion 
400 Seventh Street, S.W. 
Washingon, DC 20590 

Re: Maersk Line, Limited's Application for Approval of Proposed Transfer of 
Maritime Security Program Operating Agreements [MARAD-2003-16248] 

Dear Sir: 
I am writing to express strong support for Maersk Line, Lbnired's (MLL) request to 

transfer the fifteen Maritime Security Program WSP) operating agreements from U.S. Ship 
Management (USSM). It i s  important to LLS--flag shipping, national securiry, and rhe stability 
and reliability of d e f w e  sealift for the Maritime Administration (MARAD) to approve &e MLL 
applicarion. 

AS a concemed citizen who has a deep respect for the US. Flag Maritime Industry, I 
believe it is Vitally ilTlpOrlXLtlK Thar this matter come Io a close. The crews on board rhesc vcsscls 
want - in fact need - certainty about who will be the vessel operator. Transf&ng the vessel 
operating agreements to MLL provides the long-term cenainty about crewing and the fitme of 
the vessels in the p r o m  thar are critical to rhe US.-flag merchant marbe and national defease 
sealift 

MLL is a respecTed commercial operator rhar pravides viral assers and systems needed to 
meet defense sealift requirements, including employment opportunities for seafarm. 
Srreamlining the management of the fifrem vessels, which represent nearly one-third of the MSP 
fleet, is critical 10 military sealift and to improved commercial operations by MLL. Approval of 
the application will eliminare duplicative management structures and more closely integrate the 
managemar of these vessels with that of M a d ' s  US.-flag fleet performing mil i tq  missions. 

Transporration Command. This matter has been pending witb the agency since November 2002. 
In &e intervening time, Congress has made significant progress on a reaurhorked MSP. 
hpOrtantly, both the House and the Senate bills, currently being debared in p House-Senate 
conference, contain provisions permitting aacrly rhe sume arrangement as saugh~ by MLL in its 
application to MAlL4.D. Conenued indecision on rhis matter will adversely impact seafarers, 
mihtary sealift, and the MSP program. 

M e r  nearly eleven monrhs o f  debate, where all concemed have had an opportunity to 
review the issue% comment ou the matter, and discuss with rbe Depamnent and the agtncy, the 
r ime has come to bring this matm 10 cbswe. I strongly urge h4~R4.D to approve the 
application to UanSfeT The MSP operanng agreements from USSM to MLL ia order to bring 
stability and reliability back to MSP. 

The transfer applicarion has been srrongly s ~ ~ ~ p o n e d  by maririme labor and rhe U.S. 

Sincerely, 



October 13,2003 

Docket C1erkAJ.S. DOT Dockets 
Room PL-401, Nassif Building 
Deparanac of Transportarion 
400 Sevmrh Street, S.W. 
Washingran, DC 20590 

Re: Maersk Lhe, LimiXed’s Application for Approval of Proposed Transfer of 
Maritime Security Program Operating Agreements [MARAe2003-16248:-2~ 

Dear Sir: 
I am writing to express strong support for Maersk Line, Limited‘s (MLL) requcsr to 

transfer the fifteen Maritime Security Pro- (MSP) operating agreements from U.S. Ship 
Management (USSM). It is important to U.S.-flag shipping, national securhy. and rbe srability 
and reliability of defense ScaIift for the Maritime A d m i n i d o n  (MARAD) to approve &e MLL 
applicarion. 

believe it is vitally importanT rhar this matter come 10 a close. The crews on board rhese vcssds 
want - in facr need - certainty about who will be the vessel operator. T r a n s f a g  the vessel 
operating agreements to M U  provides the long-term certainty about crewing and the fiture of 
the vessels in the program tbat are critical to h e  US-flag merchant marine and national defense 
sealift- 

MLL is a respected commercial operator that pravides viral assers and systems needed to 
meet defense sealift requirrmenrs, including employment opportunities for seafaers. 
Streamlining the management of the fifrecsn vessels, which represent nearly one-third of the MSP 
fleet, is critical IO military sealift and M improved commercial operations by MLL. Approval of 
the application will eliminare duphcative management structures and more closely integrate the 
managemenr of these vessels With that of Mad’s U.S.-flag fleet performing military missions. 

Transponarion Command. This matter has been pendins with the agency since November 2002. 
In h e  intervening time, Congress bas made significant progress on a reaurhorked MSP. 
hportftntly, both the House and the Senate bills, currently being debar& in a House-Senate 
conference, contain provisions pennilthg aocrly rhe same arrangement as sough by MLL in its 
application to MARAD. Canthued indecision on rh is matter will adversely impact seafarers, 
military sealift, and the MSP program. 

After nearly eleven monrhs of debate, where all concerned have had an apportuaity to 
review the issue, comment on tbe matter, and discuss with h e  Department and rhe agzncy, the 
r ime has come to bring this matter ro closue. I strongly urge MARAD to approve rhe 
application to vansfer the MSP operathg agreements fr4m USSM to MLL in order to bring 
stability and reliability back to MSP. 

& a concerned citizen who has a deep respect for the U S  Flag Maritime Industry, I 

The transfer applicauan has been srrongly supported by maririme labor and &e U.S. 

/ 
6 $&j%/bd& Sincerely, 

(Signature) 
“ e :  J7kH&z ( S A O ? # /  
Address: , m/ AJ?%&J) 

bE%Gq&L) &?iy F L .WY).Z .- 
/ 1 



October 13,2003 

Docket C1erkAJ.S. DOT Pockets 
Room PL-401, Nassif Building 
Depanmenr of Transportation 
400 S e w ”  Street, S.W. 
W a ~ h i ~ g o o ,  DC 20590 

Re: Maerrk Line, Limited’s Application for Approval of Proposed Transfer of 
Maritime Securiv Program Operating Agreements [M4R4I)-2003-16248] 

Dear Sir: 
I am writing to express strong support for Maersk Line, Limited‘s (h4LL) request to 

transfer the fifteen Maritime Sec~ty P r o m  (MSP) operating agrements from U.S. Ship 
Management WSSM). Ir is imponant to U.S.-aag shipping, nationzl securiry. and &e srability 
and reliability of defense sealiff for the Marhhne .%dmkisrration WARAD} to approve &e MLL 
application. 

As a concerned citkea who has a deep respect for &e US. Flag Maritime Industry, 1 
believe it is titally i m p o m t  rhar this matter come 10 a close. T h e  crews on boml rhese vissds 
want - in f&ct need - certainty about who will be the vessel operator. T r a n s f a g  the vessel 
operating agreements to MLL provides the long-term certainty about crewing and the fiture of 
the vessels in the program tbat are critical to rhe US.-flag merchant marine 2nd narional defense 
sealift 

MLL is a respkcrzd comnsrciql operator rhzt provides vital asses md systems needed to 
meet drfrdsc sealift reqrlirwenrs, including employment opponwirks for seafarm. 
Smmlining the management o f  b e  fifiertn vtssds, whch represent nearly one-third of the MSP 
fleet, is critical to milirary sealifi and to improved commercial operations by MLL. Approval of 
the application will eliminare duplicative man~igement structures and more closely integrate the 
managemenr of these vessels with that of Ma&’s ITS.-flag fleet performing military missions. 
‘a m s f w  applicarioa hashrensuongly2uppad by,_maririme labor and the U.S. -~ 

Transportation Commaad. This matter has been pmcEng with the agency since November 2002. 
In &e intervening time, Congress has made siplficznr progress on a rauthorized MSP. 
hIpOK-tantly, both the House rind the Senzte bills, currently being debared in a House-Senate 
conference, contain provkiom permining uucriy rhe same arrangement as soughr by MLL in its 
application 10 MATlilD. Conrinued indecision on &is matter will &vmrly impEct seafarers, 
military sealift, and the MSP program. 

M e r  nearly eleven monrhs o f  debate, where a11 concerned have had m opportunity TO 

revieh the issues, comment on the mmer, and discuss with rbe Department and rhe agency, the 
rinie has come to bring this matm EO closure. I strongly urge M.4RAD to approve rhe 

stabilicy and reliability back to MSP. 
Sinc ere1 y, 

. 



October 13,2003 

Docket C1erkN.S. DOT Dockets 
Room PL-401, Nassif Building 
depart men^ of Transportarion 
400 Seven& Street, S.W. 
Washingon, DC 20590 

Re: Maersk Line, Limited’s Application for Approval of Proposed Transfer of 
Maritime Security Program Operating Agreements (MARAD-2003-16248] 

Dear Sir: 
1 am writing to express strong support for Maersk Line, Limited’s (MLL) requesr to 

transfer the fifteen Maritime Security Pro- (MSP) operating agreements from US. Ship 
Management (USSM). It is important to U.S.-flag shipping, national securiry. and rhc srability 
and reliability of defense sealift for the Maritime Adminisuation (MARAD) to approve rbc MLL 
applicarion. 

As a concemed citizen who has a deep respect for the US. Flag Maritime Industry, I 
beIieve it is vitally impom“ Th3T this matter come 10 a close. The crews on board &ese vcssctls 
want - in fact need - c d n t y  about who will be the vessel operator. Transfag the vessel 
operating agreements to MLL provides the long-term cenainty about aewing and the finue of 
the vessels in the program that are critical to rhe US.-flag merchant marbe and nanonal defense 
sealift- 

MLL is a respecred commsrcial operator that provides viral assets and systems needed to 
meet defense sealift requirements, including employment oppon~~Gties for seafarers. 
Streamlining the management of the fifteen vessels, which represent nearly one-third of the MSP 
fleet, is critical to military sealift and fa improved commercial operations by MLL. Approval of 
the application will eliminare duplicative management structures and more cIosely integrale the 
managemem of these vessels With that of Maersk’s US.-flag fleet performing military missions. 

Transportation Command. This matter has been pencii~g with the agency since November 2002. 
In the intervening time, Congress has made significant progress on a reauthorized MSP. 
Importantly, both the House and rhe Senate bills, currently being debared in a House-Senate 
conference, contain provisions permitting a a c r b  rhe mme arrangemenr as sougbr by MLL in its 
application to MARAD. Continued indecision on h i s  matter will adversely impact seafarers, 
military sealift, and the MSP program. 

m e r  nearly eleven monrhs o f  debare, where all concerned have had an opportunity TO 

review the issues, comen t  on the matter, and discus with he D e p m e n t  and the agency, the 

The transfer appIicauon has been srrongly supported by &rime labor and rhe U.S. 


